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Inducted 2010 
 
 

Winner of the 1951 Hambletonian 
“The Horse That Made Milwaukee Famous” 

 
A massive field of 20 went to post in two tiers in 1951 for the richest purse in harness 
racing history, $98,263.93. Driven by Guy Crippen, the long strided; roman-nosed 
Mainliner emerged the victor for Ralph H. Kroening of Milwaukee, Wisconsin. It was the 
first Hambletonian win for a Wisconsin combination, with Mainliner hitting the headlines 
all over the nation the next day to become “The Horse That Made Milwaukee Famous”. 
The win was an extremely popular victory among horsemen, especially due to the high 
regard in which Guy Crippen was held and the modest and sportsmanlike demeanor of 
owner Kroening. 
 
Mainliner, a foal of 1948, earned $124,707.00 in his racing career. He was a $3,300 
yearling purchase at the Tattersalls sale and was sold a year later for $25,000 to Ralph 
Kroening. Mainliner was the best available candidate to win the 1951 Hambletonian and 
Ralph Kroening wanted to win the Hambletonian, his desire to win the number one 
stake was stimulated in part by reading Marguerite Henry’s Born To Trot. 
 
The onetime Hambletonian king was forced into early retirement from competition 
because of an injury in 1955. He then stood stud in Pennsylvania and Canada. In 1967 
Mainliner came home to the Kroening farm in Waukesha, Wisconsin for good, to live out 
what already was a long and productive life. The old champion lived the life he so richly 
deserved, that of a king. 
 

 

Nominated by Wayne Moldenhauer 

 

 

 


